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AN. We 
ANSWER 
TO A 
LETTER from a MINISTER 
_. 11 
PERSOMN of QUALITY, 
SHEWING 4, Bn 
Some Feaſons for his Non-conformity. 


EING lately in a Bookſeller's Shop with a de- 
ſign to gratifie my curioſity in peruſing ſome 
of thoſe many Pamphlets, which either a mi- 

ſtaken or fa&ious zeal crowds.into the World, I met 

with a Letter pretended -to be'writ from. a 1 inifter 
to a Perſon of Quality ,. ſhew ing ſome \Reaſoxs - of 
his Non-conformity. I have often obſerved this hu- 
mour in ſome mean but vain people, who dare:not look 
upon: Perſons -of Quality,', when they arg preſent, . to 

t ilk of them | with- great, familiarity, ,as.their peculiar 

Intimates and Conhidents; an. Art,.w hereby both. Pa- 
iſts and, Fanaricks thiok to conciliate great reyerence 


to themſelves. : alt> wth 1 \ lbs 
A However 
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(2) 

Howeverl was very glad to ſee this Pamphlet, which 
being a tingtc theet, was quickly read, and if it were 
rhonght requrine;-a+ quickly anfwered, and indeed 1 
expected either ſome new reaſons of Non-conformity, 
an _ new ſtrength given ra their old reaſons; but up- 
perulatof it ſaon-dall eaveredmy miſtake, and pre- 
congdluded, thafſugh Oh tuff a this coutd not be de- 
Geaed tofatisfic a Perſou of Quality, but tg.impoſe up- 
on the Injudicious Rabble, and that we muſt expe& a 
new Letter of Reaſonsfor Nor conformity every week 
or. fortnight, -like- the Domeſtiet Intelligence, or Poor 
Robin+ a Way, which has been found very effecual 
to corrupt the minds of weak and unſtable People. 
For which reaſon (though/my other occaſions would 
fefficientlyhave pleaded my excute) Frefolved in great 
charity to undertake this Gentleman, either to fatisfie 
him, if he be an honeſt and Impartial Inquirer, or to 
uſe as great diligence | ro undecelve People, as he does 
to deceiyethenn.” .:.. 

To ler pals his IatroduRion, which T confeſs I can 
neither make Grammar nor Senſe of, he tells us, that 
” three grand Declarations are required to be made 
” by # thoſe who'will conform: The Firſt concerning 
”IIe ie Book of Cormmon- -Prayer, thefecond concerning 


» taking op Arms againſt the King/'therbird concern- 


rhe'Solemin League and Covenant. 'Now with 
erente'ts all theſe teſpeciatly- the! Girftiand laſt) 1 
 have'had Hirherto'inſuperable objections againlt the 
» alba ſuch Declaration. -: 
Tam{heartily forry,! that any Men retain theſe Prin» 
fl ern more that they dare todwn'them; andoyer 
were mo'greathurt'in' this, would:but our Go 
Gr Wl rake he: alarms and" 'confider'what Indul- 
gencÞ 15 Hit to. be allowed! thoſe Men,” 'who- profels, 


that they have inſuperable objections againſt declas 
ring 


yo 


ring TredftrahIR@atlidnes bes fits: und thabieheyl 
dare not renounce that Coventar;' which /involved-: 
this Nation in a Bloudy” War;” which pull'&-down 
Church'and State; and ended/ in'the Barbarous Mur-' 
der of the beſt of! Kings-* for thoſe who-believe / 
they are ſtill under'the' obligation of that'Covenaar, 
mu neceſſarily believe, that they are ftill bouh@ to 
at overt 'the Lime Villanies, when they hall diave : 
power to doit.” But -of this'more, when bur Author; 
fhall' think 'fit'to "give us" his'bbjeRions Igainlt/ the 
two ft Declarations; 4t preſent We-are* offy :con-! 
cerned! to virdicate'the"Firſt,” the Dedletation pn” 
ceriing the 'Bogk 'of 'Commion: [Prayer 1 9g5u40 
And his great objection #pattft this is! pveat-r mi- 
ſtake, or a difingenvous peryertifits the ſenſe nd: mean-! 
ing bf the Declaratich © The words arvthels. (1 AB. 
do declive my anfeignrd: aſſent” #14 ronſenttaallund every: 
thing contninell and pre reſtriDed'tu nd by the Bok ,*entitu- B. L. 
led, Kit Byot US Common” Pray &r, Or. \ Upon which 
wo nh, he thi comirients, ; "Surely wortly d#ta-npt he de + 
wiſed by all the wit of man" more comprehenſive [nnd |more 
TO to iff our hightft j jo ffeeation and comment a- 
rio of every point and ſyllable! of every vite andiceremony, 
0 of every matey FE Yhing wor i” the whole: Tag, _ 
72 every ps e una lize of bf. «07031571 loo 
"This Ve bs es on luge ahd greatly muniphy ” 
the trareaſonablenefs and abfiirdity"of ſuch -a declata- 
tion ;' and 1 confeſs, T am' perfettly of his mind,” and 
would be a Non-conformift to'any 'Church-in the 
World, that ſhould require ſuch a declaration from 
me : but then thoſe _ Arguments, ' "whereby he 
proves the unteaſanableneſs'sf fuch a: Jevlararion” do 
abundantly convince me,” Ae 'this-is not! the (ſenſe 
and meaning of the devlaratioh': 'An# every man'muft 
'be of my mind, 'who x think fo'tharitably -of 
2 his 
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his Peigee and Parliame.nt and the Convocation, as not 
tobelieveithem to beall;mad; - ', EY 
 i:For. would: any, men. in-their wits, who. deny the 
Infallibility of. Pope and Councils, (as he well obler ves 
the Church of Exg/:z4 does-).. require ſuch an aſſent 
to any. book of humane compoſition, as ſhall ſuppoſe 
it to be infallible : for fo this declaration ( accord- 
ing. to thatJatitude;of ſenſe he beſtows. on it) ſup- 
pales, that there ,is not,.the [leaſt pollible miſtake 1n 
the- whole: Book | of Common-prayer, but that it is as 
infallible; as the- Bible, nay more infallible than any 
Copy of the Bible now extant in. the: World in any 
Language, in which there may be ſome poſſible mi- 
ſtakes through the, fault of the Tranſlators or Tran- 
ſoribers; as he-obſerves;..and as was before obſerved: in 
the very Preface to; the, Common-Prayer-Book, that 
an common equity there muſt be allowed 4 juſt aud fa- 
. vourable conftruttion to all humane Writings, eſpecially 
ſuch" as are-fet forth by Juthority, ana ever to. the wer 
ry beſt :Trapſtations. of the Holy Scripture it ſelf: which 
is a-plain Argument, .that.they. never deſigned ſuch 
a declaration of Afent; to the Book of Common- 
Prayer,..as: excludes all poſhible miſtakes, and gives 
vs:2 general, rule.not. to expound Acts of Parliament, 
or Publick Declarations, ( which are humane wri- 
Fings ſet ;faxth by Aathority.)' to an abſurd or impol- 
ſible ſenſe. / In like manner : Queen. Elizabeth in her 
InjunRions , brands tho!e for. maliczome. Perſans, who 
put f{uch perverſe conſtructions ON the Oaths of Alle- 
Tiance, as. could not by any equity of words, or good 
: ſenſe be, thereof gathered, — | 

. And yet' upon this miſtake our Author | proceeds 
to ſhow, the difference, between old: and new Confor- 


mity, . and. aſſerts, that, ever ſince our happy refor ma- | 


tion, the Minifters were not ſe {{ritfly. enjoyned: ta declare 
| b their 
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(3) 

their unfeigned aſſent and conſent to all and every thing 
contained and preſcribed in and, by the Book; but it was 
ouly appointed to be read and uſed, and the Rites and 
Ceremonies of it duly to: be obſerved : which' he calls 
their moderation and piety, very good words, and in- 
deed too good not to be qualified and recalled, and 
therefore adds, at /eaft their prudence and policy : for 
he ſuppoſes, ': that a great many hundreds, who-con- 
” formed in thoſe days, would. not have conformed, 
” had any ſuch declaration. been required of. them ; 
» and upon this account doubts not to declare, thar 
” preſent conformity is foreign and quite of another 
” nature from conformity heretofore ; . conſcience be- 
” ing now much more forced and violated by them 
inthe Chair :. which 1s faid to vindicate themſelves 
for' diſſenting fo much from. many * ancient Puritans, 
who though they diſliked many things, yet. conformed 

and peaceably ſubmitted ropublick Conſtitutions.” '* 
Bur this Per(on/ 15. either a great tranger to the Con- 
ſtirutions of the Church of Erglard lince the/Reforma: = 
tion, or cannot: but know, that if there were no ſuch. 
publick declaration, yet there were publick ſubſcriptt- 
ons required of the conforming Clergy,, which is. equt-, 
valent to.a declaration; for he muſt be a man of.a migh- 
ty ſqueamiſh- conſcience, who. will. not declare that. 
w hich he can. and goes fubicribe.”: For, what che afſerts, 
that there was no-more required formerly ofthe Clergy, 
but barely to uſe and {ſubmit tothe Common prayer and, 
the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church, is notorioufly 
falſe. In. the Articles. publiſhed by! the. Authoricy- of 
King Eadw.Fl. this 1s one,. ” The Book, which of late 
”time was given tothe Churchof Eng/ana by.rhe Kings B.. L.. 
” Authority and the Parliament, containing the manger 
» and form of praying'and miniſtring the Sacraments in 
2 the Church. of: E-gvazd, likewilc, al;o: the, Book. of 
| | _ ordering; 


Ow 
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(6) 
» ordering Miniſters -of the Charch,' fet forth by the 
»izms Authoriry are godly, and in no. point repug- 
” nant ro the wholeſome Docrine of the Goſpel, bur 
» agretable'thereunto, furthering and beautifying the 
»1ame” not a little, and therefore of all faithful 
> members of the Charch of England, and chiefly 
” of the Miniſters of the Word, they ought to'be re- 
?.oeived and allowed with all readinels of mind and 
” thankſgiving, and to be commended to the People 
” of God? which as you ſhall hear more preſently 
is- not -inferiour! to an #nfeigned afſent and' conſent. 


"This Article indeed is left out of thoſe, which 
were {et forth by the Authority of Queen E/izaberh, 
but inſtead of. it, the Clergy , were required to ſub- 
ſcribe this promiſe or declaration. ” I ſhall read the 
Service appointed, plainly, diſtinatly and audibly, 
' that, all the People many hear and underſtand. 


In'the Reign and by the Authority of King Fames 
were publiſhed the Conſtitutions'and Canons Eceleſia- 
ſtical, ' which are of force in the Churth'of England 
to this day : and it is ſufficiently known, that by 
the 36 Canon,” every Perſon to be ordained or promo- 
ted to any Buclefaltica! Benefice, or FunAion, 15 re- 
quired to ſubſcribe the Three Articles, - the ſecond of 
which concerns the Book of Common-prayer, and of 
ordaiming and conſecrating Brſhops, Priefts and Dea- 
&ons,- that it contains nothing in it contrary to the 
Word of God, and 'may be lawfully uſed, and that he 
himſelf will ufe that fame form, and no other : from 
whence it appears, that there was ſomething more re- 

ired of conforming Miniſtersn thoſe days, than only 

to read the Book of Common'+prayer,znd'to obſerve the 
Rires'and Ceretnonies of it, as this Author tgnorantly 
afferts,for they/were alſo required by ſublcriprion to de- 
tf clare 


— 
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(3) 
clare their approbation of it, as fit ta be uſed, and their 
pramiſe, that they would uſe tt. Kt} 

But ftill, they were nor fo friitly injoyned to aeclare 
their unfeianed afſent and conſent to all and every thing 
contained and preſcribed in and by the Book, Right,nor 
in theſe: very wards, but to the fame fenle : for to 
own;' that there is nothing ia the Common: prayer 
Book, which is.contrary to the Word of God, and that 
it may be lawfully uſed, and that we will uſe it, is 
equivalent to. an unfeigned affent, and confent. No 
ſays our Anthor, for Afﬀent with reference to the party 
aſſenting relates to his underſtanding; ana with refe- 
rence to the thing aſſeuted to, it relates to the trimh 
and. rightfulneſs of it : So again, Confext with refe- 
rence to the party conſenting, relates to his will; and 
with reference to the thing conſented to, it relates to 
that graneſs, expediency, behavefaineſs of it. 

A very wile and grave obſervation, as if I could not 
allent to the doing of what is to be:done, as well as 
to the truth of a propoſition, or could not affent to 
the lawfulnefs of a thing, without aſfenting toit as 
every way fitteſt and beft and moſt expedient ; as it 
I could not conſent to. fubmit to the uſe of what 1s 
lawful and legally impoſed, without chuſing every 
thing mentioned and preſcribed in the ſame Book, as 
2n0/t eligible and behiveful to be done, prattiſea and ob- 
ſerved, as this Author is pleaſed to paraphraſe a7 un- 
ferigned Conſent. | 

But to fatisfie this Gentleman in the fignitication 
of theſe words A4fſent and Confent, it may be/convent- 
ent to give him: Qu, £/;z4berh's interpreration of thens, 
in'the Preface totheArticles, 4x. 1504; 2 Whereupon 
” by diligent conference and communication, andarhaſt Biſhop | 
” by Aſſent 'and:Conferr of the Perlons before-laid, theſe dar | 
» orders and cules enſuinghave been thought meer2and © "I 

” convenient 


».convenient to. be uſed and followed ; not yet pre- 
» ſcribing theſe rules as laws equivalent with the 
» eternal Word of God, and as of neceſſity to bind 
« the conſciences of her ſubjects in the nature of them 
« conſidered. in themſelves — —— but as temporal 
« orders: meer Eccleſiaſtical, without any vain {uper- 
« ſftition, and as rules in ſome part of Diſcipline 
« concerning decency, diſtinion and order for the 
« time. So. that the Queen, and the Arch-biſhop of 
Canterbury, and the other Biſhops in commiſſion with 
bim, whodrew up thoſe Articles, thought we might 
give. our aſſent and conſent to orders and rules ( and 
by the {ame reaſon to a Book of Common-prayer) as 
only meet and convenient to be uſed and followed ; and 
that we may give ſuch an aſſezt and conſent to tem- 
porary rules, which are alterable at pleaſure, and there- 
fore not ſuppoſed to be every way perfe&, or not to have 
the leaſt error or defe& in them. 

And in this ſenſe the Atof Uniformity requires our 
unfeigned aſſent and conſent to the Book of Common- 
prayer, &c. that is to the ule of it, as is expreſly 
mentioned immediately before this declaravion : that 
every Miniſter ſhall openly and publickly before the Congre- 
gati n declare his unfeigned aſſent and conſent to the uſe 
of all things in the ſaid Book contained and preſcribed, in 
theſe words and xo other, I A. B. do here declare, &c. 
Now when the Ad it ſelf limits the ſignification of 
theſe words, Aſſent and Conſent, only to the uſe, it 
evidently betrays a perverſe and malicious deſign, 
to affix ſuch a large ſignification on them, without 
the leaſt appearance ot reaſon, as ta render that; de- 
claration very abſurd. and impious, or at belt very ſu- 
| ſpicious to honeſt men. Then1s b3- LE 
As for what he urges, that the Ac it ſelf expounds 

con{eut by »pprove, where it: is ſaid of a Leurer, or 
| TC 
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Author ſeems ,ſo paſſi lh iſh,. hey had. re- S<e Mr. 
hor ſeems ſo paſſionately to with, that they hed. re Falkner's 
2406 WATT, F- Lib 

15 indeed all, that is required of rhe conforming Cler, Eceleſ©.3, 
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purpoſe to juitife their unjuſt clamours, and to counter 
nance Schiſm and Faction: -+ ._... Tl 2 » 

Having thus in general juſtified the declaration of 
unfeigned aſſent and conſent, it is time to conſider his 
particular exceptions .againſt the Book of - Common- 


A »% 


. 


prayer: And his Firſt exception is againſt Parks, La 
Apocrypha as Leſſons for. the day : but, he, ought to have 
ſaid, tor what day ;: for there is not. one. Leſſon out of 
the Apocrypha appointed for any Sunday throughout. the 
year ; and-1sit not great impudence-1n theſe men to 
reproach the. Church, of England for appointing the 4- 
pocrypha to be read ſometimes on the Week-days, whq 
take no.care themſelyes, that either the Holy Scriptures 
or {pocrypha ſhould be.readin.their Conventicles all the 
week, nor (Carce on Ipacags ; Eſpecially. conteerings 

| tnat 


(wo) 
that there is always one Lefſon'out of the Canonical 
Scripture appointed to be read, beſides the = an we 
and I ſuppoſe they will not aſlert it abfofutely neceffary 
every time wemeet to worſhip God, to read two Chap- 
ters of the Holy Scriptures ; for they themſelves very 
ſeldom'read one on their weekly LeQures,” whatever 
_ they do on Sundays : we pay miuch'greater reverence 
. to the holy Scriptures than our Accuſers do, as never 
. meeting together for the worſhip of God without read- 
_ ing fome portion of them ; what is our fault then? not 
a nepgle to read the Scriptures, but that ſometimes.we 
read ſome part of the Apocrypha rogether with the Scri- 
| SeeFalkners PECTES 3 2nd if this beall, it is no other fault, than what 
| Tiberta £cct, the ancienteſt and pureſt Churches have been guilty of: 
I .4. ſe.5. as is well known to thoſe, who are acquainted with 
| the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian Church, and-there are 
few Proteſtant Writers of any note, but have com- 
mended, or at leaſt allowed the reading of them. 


"y 


j 


hs | 
; 
# 
{Thi 


his Dop, Bel and the Dragon, Fudith and Barnch : 1 
ſuppoſe this Author does not know, that the 5 Ch. 
of Tobit is left out of our Kalendar, nor that many of 
the ancient Fathers did believe thele to be true ſtories, 
though he is pleaſed confidently to call them fabulous. 
Legends, I never ſaw any arguments yet to prove them 
Fables, but what would admit of a very fair ſolution, 
when this Author produces any,. I ſhall.confider them: 
Byt ſuppoſing them to be fables, that is parabolical dif 
courſes, they are never the leſs fit for that to be read: 
in Chriſtian Aſſemblies,. fince they may ſerve for in- 
ſtruction, or comfort, or reproof, as the Parables of 


© - Baz they are read nuder the notion of Holy Scripture, 
for [o #1 The whole Tump together they are ſtil:d in the or- 
det, m0 mote of. diſcrimination to make any diſtinttion be- 
#44 | Iwerg, 


But they are fabulows Legenas, ſuch as of Tobit and 


(1) 
tween oye and the other: and has this Author: then'the 
impudenes toccharge'the Churchof Ezglandwith ma» 
king no diftintion between the Canonical Scripture 
and the 4pbrrypha?! if not; is it not done like ar very 
good Chriſtian, ſliely ro infinuate {o foul an imputation 
as this? if he does think the Church guilty, let him 
tell me the meaning of the ſixth Article of -Religion; 
wherein our Church declares, 1» the nine of the Holy "© 
Scriprare, we do underſtand thoſe Canonical Books of whoſe ©* © 


authority was wever any doubt tn the Church. 


o q ” 


' « And the other Books (as Hierome ſaith) the Church 7 x 
«doth read' for example of life and inſtitution of man- 
« ners, but yet doth not apply them'to eſtabliſh any 
« dotrine. How is it poſlible for theibeſt Church in 
the World to-eſcape the envenomed Tongues and:Pens 
of theſe Men, who do not blaſh to:chargeher with ſuch 
dodrines, as aredireealy contrary to'herown Articles? 
Had it not been more reaſonable to afſert,”that the 
order takes no notice of the Apotryphal 'Lefſons, than 
thar'it includes the Aporrypha in theicommon title of 
Holy Scriptures; 'which is the plain truth; for it on- 
ly mentions the Leſſons out of the old-and' new Tefta- 
ment, reckoning the |Apocrypha, fo well /known, and 
{o plainly diſcovered 'by the Kalendary'when it- was 
once' underſtood, that 'there was no need of particular 
diretiohs:abour It. N09 C1 = HAV7 

There 1s one objeRtion tmore' with-reference t0 the 
Kalendar, that ſome Books of ' the Sacred' Canon ' are 
wholly teft out,” and never to be read, ſome uf them with- 
in a very little, ſome of them but half tobe Yeudy- ax - 
many of them mutilated and" ciittailed as to: fevert cha 
pters contained in them.' Now to ſhow you- of \_ NE | 
-force this objeRion -is, {et us' firſt-confider how mach . \ . ;. 
of rhe 'Holy Seripttire:4s appointed” to: be: reathevery = 
' Year 'by our” Church : The Palins". of es 
B 2 rea 
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read: over.:every Month, the: moſt .-part'- of - the old 
Teſtament ofice a Year, the new Teſtament except- 
ing the Revelations: thrice every! Year , 'befides Epi- 
Rles,and Goſpels: And have not theſe Men:great rea- 
ſon to find fault with our Kalendar, who don't read 
the tenth part of the Bible once a Year in their Con- 
venticles ? 
Secondly, . the deſign of publick reading: the Scrip- 
tures, is for publick inſtruction, 'and therefore the 
Church may very prudeatly: leave out ſuch parts of 
Scripture, as.are dark and ob{cure,” and not'eafily un- 
derſtood without an Expolitor, or have not ſuch. an 
immediate. influence upon the government of our lives, 
and reſerye them.to be read by Chriſtians at home, or to 
be expounded toithe People by publick Teachers: and 
ſuch for the-moeſt part are thoſe omiſſions, which this 
Author'complains of ; dark, and -obſ{cure; Prophecies 
or; Genealogies, -or ſuch Hiſtories, , as are; related in 
ſorhe other, Books, which are-.appointeg to. be read, 
- » And now; Thirdly, I would. defire this Gentleman 
to: prove, that-it; is abſolutely neceſſary. to: read. the 
whole Scripture'in our Churches; , tt-,jt be, let, our 
'Diſſenters firſt_corret.themſelves, before they cenſure 
thoſe,, who. are-more juſt and;innocent,; ;if it bei not, 
then it 15:no; fault to -omit ſame; [parts, of. Scripture, 
which are leaſt fitted to the edification 'of. a, promi- 
ſcuous multitude, , while nothing; 1s, omitted,. which 
ts.neceſſary to-their inſtruction in Faith and manners:: 
and when he ſhows any ſuch omiſſion, I will refuſe 
\to. conform\tao. , | | 
Fi Wn. [2 \ To conclude. this; argument, it .1s: well. obſerved. by 
.2a;Learned mang;that *the ancient Jews, whodiyided 


' libertasEccl.” 4 Yi - 
| <.4. { 5. the old Teſtament/intothe Law, the Prophets, and the 


© 


\<*Hagiographa, ; did; for. along time,paly read;the Law 
ig the Synagogues; afrer which only a, SeRian of the 
£91 "3 0. «Prophets 
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« Prophets ' was! added.z\'bur that \the\ Haplographa 
« (which included all the/Books from che beginding of 
*©the Chronicles to the'end> of: the .Canriviayy\ beſides 
« Rath, Lamentations and (Daxzel): were not: readin the 
« Synagogues, harh-beervobſerv'd' fromthe Talminasfs t 
« and this is agreeable ro divers paſges of themew Te: 
« ſtament, Luk. 4. 16. 4&5 13. 15, 27\' AUF, 15. 21; 
« yet Chriſt and his Apoſtles blamed'notthe Jews, bur 
« joyned with then: in- this Service;/!':Suchavaſtdiffe- 
rence is there bet ween theitemperbf:our Lord' and his 
Apoſttes, and our Phariſazoal:Sohiſmaricks,”! iv 5:55 
His next objection is againft rhr-order uppointed fob the 
Mizziſtration of Baptiſm; which'is' divided into three 
Branches. F313 | 9151919117 BE... IL; JIO) el e190: 
Firſt; -that he.doer not: approve of the ſtritÞirequiring of 
God-fathers) andiGoa\mothers, to'ſfand 'as. Suretie} and 
Undertakers for the Child tobe baptized 2» Viz. thaÞbe'ſhell. 
renounce the Devil and all his warks, and conflantly ibe- 
lieve God's holy Word, andiobedrently. keeþ bivi Commantis 
ments; "His objetion i5-2gainfti the friferequ iring:of 
this, ; and-yet 4t is-not.Jo- ſtridt/yrequired, las'to make 
it eſſential to the nature of Bapriſm;o as/1s evidentiin 
private /Baptiſm,) which';is declared: valid :withour- it: 
but let us hear his Reaſons: agaidſt this: 1 {+17 
- Firſt, tharit 22 :w3ſeriptural:-|butvit is not contrary:to: 
Scripture, and that is anſwer enaugh, till heſcanprove 
that the Church:has noipawer toappoint-any Ceremes 
nies: or-obſervances,' but: what are: exprelly warranted. 
by Scripture,: eſpecially this being} an ancientprattice 
both: in the Jewiſh and-Chriſtian-Church; | and as the 
Leyaen Profeſſors think ( Perſons whom: I-know/our $5y0p: pur.. 
Author reverenoes); cauntenanced: by- Scripture alſo; Theol. difp... 
Ia. '8.-2, 3: a6 has been before obſerved! by 2 Mr: 44.” 54+- | 
Foiren, Gon DNg9 (oi Raons! boo) mort anamoge? 
_  His.\(ecand : abjection againſt ——— 
FIC | the 
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the Fethre of the Obild.vs leftiont, 5f wot wholly thrift aut ; 
Oy 4 Co how4dogs he ran 4 Z — Sy 


hed vet mentioned, wir takememotice: of at all, 5n that pub- 
lick flipulations anif, he had'as tonrerniniti.a very wile 
argumeat! barrow e Hindred/Pburids,-two.of my 
Eriends:arc bound» for the-payment'of-ic,- without ta- 
king any farther natice:of 'me, than that the Money 
was lent'to-me, Ergo, I am'diſcharged of this debr, 
beeauſe-athet Perſons: have given aBohd:for: it,” and: i 
bav6given.dane-"' The obligation of :Parents: to edu- 
cate their Children;is founded: onthe Laws: of: Nature 
and Religion; andacknowledged by all Mankind with- 
out: an explicite ſtipulation; the obligation of God- 
fathers is voluntary, and therefore requires an-expreſs 
promiſe; and is. deigaed.as;an additional ſecurity to 
the Church for the" relgious education: of: Children 
--\His-third: objeQivn-45, that God-fathers do not keep 
this.promie; but involvethemiclyes in the guilt of 3» 
tng:and igorgotry; this limuftackonowledge tobe agreat 
fault; and:I fearitoomatiyarethargeable with'it ; . bur 
thisis-the fault of the Men, not: of the Conſticution : 
itisademonſtrationof great /prudence and piety in'the 
Church, by all poſſible ways 'toſecure the vertuous:e- 
ducationat Children; who.are baptized \in their infan- 
cy, that the' Church may not! hereafrer be-ſcandaljzed 
wath the 1 nce;and vicesof ſuch untaught and: un- 
Yifeiplined Chriſhans: the prefumprion'of-a' religious 
educationis neceffary togive any Child a righr ro! ba- 
ptiſm, 'and [therefore it is very 'commendable in rhe 
Church: ro! take collateral ſecurity, where it may be 


v3 hab as: well as che dire& ferurity of Chriſtian Pa- 
- + + redts';: Did 'our-Church exact any promile- and .en- 


gagement from God-fathers, which could not bekept, 
the might beichatged withrrheiguilr of their. Hing'and 
11 perjury, 


Ha aan 
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perjury; as hecalls it; but when the promiſe, ma "ch 
ly-be performed, and 1s nothing bur what one: 
ſtian Friend: ought 'ro do \for\ another, whe coin 

requires; without fuch a'\promile;-let every: Man bear 
the guilrof his negleR;” wirhour copyournng yo math 
pradent and wholeſome Itutions. Gi 11H 011 

His ſecond exceprion againſt'the order of Baptiſm, i is: 

againſt the uſe of the ſign of the Croſs, burhisobjeRi- 

ons againſt this areſo very trifling, that-they\ will give 
an an{werer tio- great - trouble": he. knows, notthow 
to. underſtand” thoſe: words 7 roken,o when the Child 
is figned with'the ſign of the Crols, 4 2oten rhat be! ſpall 
not be aſbamed'"t' confeſs the 'faith of -Chriſt+ cnacified3 
why, what difficulry is' there in underſtanding this 
word zokew, which is a plain Engliſh word; and :fami- 
liarly underſtood by plain Engliſh-men? butiÞ he wants. 
a comment; ' he may take Bit ior tt that 4+! i5-4 
diclarative' token' o f Uo , whithis fterwards [the Daptis Defence: of 
zed perſon ought 5 perform, 4." Yn (be believes "oht three Cerem.. 
generality may OE in token, for i vertwe and." po- 
wer of this but T believe, he ſuſpe&s: the! ge- 
nerality to- bs? more filly than they are, - till their 
underſtandings are debauched' with- ſex ieiths, and 
I need: not tell him, who may be thanked for'thar; 
but the way of theſe Men is. x6 pur; feruples :4nd 
whimſies-into Peopkes heads, and rhen to-cry down 
the molt innocent-and ſober uſages, for fear of + giving: 
an” occaſion of "miſunderſtanding to the vulgar und "inju- 
diciows ; but let them look tothat, to remove theſeru- 
ples they have made, orto bearthe guilt of them. 

| The (umm'of his next'objettion'is this : thar Boptifiivie: 
Rl oblipes the perſon baptized ro voufeſs:the evade 
vrucified,and exhibits vertue andpower to that purpoſe, 
and therefore thoſe words: 7» tvken,' 8c. ſhould be more. 


properly and immediately. after Baptiſm andinor aF- 
rexr 


(16) | 
ter: ſigning with the: figr of the Croſs,: 577 baptifing 
with” wates were not | fufficient. off tnſelſ's but more-uver. 
the\figuofi the! Groſs needful ito) bind $he;(Colfeitnce rand; 
conftr:thid\ being +-+-;5vehrich- 31. tho: oa take; a; Sqerament. 
dpom 4 Snerainenty.cwhere;weomay; obſerve the!Nineſs 
of this Author, .who:;would fan infinvace ra; charges 


— A 4 & 2 


\- 5/120) the: Child qprivately: baptized without. the. fign:of: the, 


Tt as! fome comfort, that this:Wrates acknowledges 
in the next Paragraph, that the Primitive Chriſtians 
did uſe the figaof the Croſs,” as indeed they Jid, both 
in adminiſtring Baptiſm, and'\upon divers other occa- 
fions, 'which--one; would -think,,. might; juſtifie the 
Church of Eng/and in contorming_ to a, Primitive pra- 
Rice; but; what he adds; that they did it.7e a7/tingniſh 
themſelves from the' Pagans,- who'ſcorned the Graſs," 0 
gether with every ſign and token of "it ;- is never. al- 
Jedged: as the reaſpn-of this 'practice-by, the, ancient 
Chriſtians, who did not-uſe this ſign; wo, diſlinguit 
4 | them- 
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themlelyes from Fews and:Pagers,. (though every: pe- 
culiar.uſage,. for what reaſon ſoever it betaken vp, will 
neceſſarily prove a note of diſtia&tion)::but-todeclare; 
that'as much as a crucified Chriſt uiasſcorned both by 
Fews and Heathens, they wereinot aſhamed of the crols, 
but did put their- whole truſt and confidence in their 
crucified Lord, and were ready, when ever God plea- 
ſed rocall them to it, to be conformed to their ſuffering 
Head; and this 1s a perpetual reaſon for this ule, white 
the Church has any enemies, and it is never like:to be 
without, while there are either Atheiſts, or Fanaticks, 
or Papiſts. , That the ſign of the crofs has' been abuſed 
by Papiſts to idolatrous purpoales, 15 xio better argument 
againlt uſing the ſign of the croſs,than ir is againſt own- 
ing the crols it ſelf; for in uſing the ſign of the croſs, we 
only own the croſs, that is, we profeſs to own acruci- 
fied Lord, and the Dacrine and Religion of the Croſs. 
But this Perlan is much miſtaken; in the teraper of the 
Church of Ezg/and, which cara mates nor 
leaves any thing undone, meerly for a note of diſtini- 
on and ſeparation; that'is apiece of vanity and affea- 
tion which is peculiar to Phariſees, and ſome other 
People, -who are very like them. | 
He has one objection more againſt the order of bap-. 
_ tiſm, which refers to the Rubrick at the end: of that 
Office :., Viz. It is certain by Gods word, that Children 
which are baptized, dying before they commit attual ſin, ate. 
undoubtealy, ſaved. Now had I a:mind:to. wave this 
diſpute, I might tell him, that we do not give aur 
allent and conſent, to this Rubrick, - becauſe though 
it be; contained in, yet.it is not preſcribed: by. the Book: 
of Common-prayer,.that is, it is never to.be uſed, and; 
we aſſcat and conſent. only to: the/ule; of ithoſe things, 
which are both conraived in.and pre ſcribed by that Book: 
but ſince this 1s evidently the Jdocrine of our Churchias: 

1 C appears 


o 
- 
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appears'both from the Homilies,: and ſeveral paſſipes- 
inthe Office of Baprutm.) it felt, 1 thall brieflp confi er 
bis dbjectivas againit it, | | 

And-cfirit;: hevwidhedthes bid quered he places Was 
this is affirmed'in-Scripture; /for he knows: not! where: 
ro find ic ; and Tawould deſire him; to tell me, whether 
nothing be undoubtedly certain by Seripture, but what 
we have an expreſs Text for, if not, we muſt reject 
the Baptiſm of Infants. too, which will pur an end 
to the diſpute —_— thelr. Wl YennonL when bap- 
tized:: :; | + 
If choſe whoare regulirly admitted: into the Church 
of Chriſt; have a right.to the bleſſings of the Covenant, 
then they have atitle to fatvarion it they. have nor,thers 
Baptiſm is an TT ceremony, and not the Seal. 
of .a-Covenant, ich 1-{uppdle 'our Author:will not 
ealily a firm, 'no; not to oppole ole the Ctiarehof Eaglend, 
bſay, rhoſe who are regularly:admitted by baptiſm, for- 
to our'Church ſuppoſes, which anſwers moſt of his- cape 
rjousand:impertinent queries. ._- 

- If the Children of: very bad/Parents be regblael y ai 
mirred by baptiſm, or-to tpeak pliner, may be lawfully 
baptized, as in ſome cafes-no doubt they may,” we muſt 
ackciow ledge they: receive the! benefit of baptiſm tob ; 
but ifiony!are baprized, whokhaveno right to bap rifin; 
we are not boundtoprove, 'that biptiſmthall be of any 
adyantage'to them: no more thanthar & Child Hall in- 
herit an Eſtate by vertue of an legal or fraudulent ht 
veyance.. 

Thus " ſirmboſition of a Chriſtian King baptizing! 
the Thiltren of Pagans, Turks, Few?, by: the ſam force? 

by'which/te cmprores: their Patects, conterns' more 
the lepa lity'of ithe' AQ, rhanithe vertue Gfithe Shcra” 
chats: ro tdebvars hn the Sacramerit is lawfully eden 

vifivedy will have its us cfſbk- THY 
bs Te. 


Res (49) 
-- Ibis very pretty objection apainft the vertue of bap: 
riſm,” that it ſuppoſes it to be-#» the! power of #'man ro 
make Infants ſure and certain of ſalvation ;- viz. by mur+ 
dering of them, as ſoon as they are baptized, and ac- 
cordingly, he teaches Whores a more charitable way of 
murdering their Infants, to baptize them firſt, that fv 
their Souls may be ſaved, which is true Fanatick talk, 
and proves the objector to have more need of good Phy- 
ſick, than a ſerious anſwer; for let him pnt the cafe, 
as odly, as he pleaſes; Children that are lawfully bap- 
tized, ate in; Coveriant with God;*and bave- 4 good 
title- to ſalvation, and thoſe, who murder them fend 
them to Heavea, as other Murderers do all the good 
men they kill. He asks juſt ſuch another raving que- 
ſtion ; May a Mznifter, Free Geprixing gives fuch 47 tin- 
queſtidnable title to Heaven," deny or Juſpena the brainance 
to any Infant whatſoever, if he 'might-be permitted to aa- 
miniſter it ? if 'by permiflion; he means a legal permif- 
'fion, , according to the terms and conditions of the Go- 
ſpel, the anſwer is plain, that he ought not to deny it, 
hit is, a Goſpel Miniſter ought nor-to deny Baptiſm to 
any Infant, who has a juſt right to it; if he means any 
other permiſſion than this, the Man is mad,” and needs 
no other anſwer ;*for' we don't ſuppoſe, that Baptiſm 
works like a ſpell” or charm to' whomloeyer 'it be ap- 
plied, but 'its vertue depends upon a Divine inftityti- 
on, and therefore requires perſons duly qualified to re- 


CENTER RR; 
Bur he ſtrangely 2ggravates the cruelty of thoſe Mi- 
niſters, who refuſe to baptize Children, and conſequent- 
ly keep them under a'fuſpicion of damnation; becauſe 
their. Parents ſcruple God fathers. and God: mothers, ana 
the ſign of the Croſs, fuch an one, he ſays, deſerves uf 
prſſecle to 'be "unchriſtenta himſelf again,' aud turned 'a- 
mono Canibals, us one more aceply dipt, and baptized 31 
| C 2 their 
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their \barbarouws inhursanities:;\ and adds, 4nd yet if he 
be 4 true Son of. the, wech, and ok obſerve. his 

eſcribed-rule, he. muſt not .baptize any es without 
God fathers and God-mothers, without ſigning it with the 
fign of the Croſs, whether it. be ſaved or dammed; ought 
not this Man of conſcience, hay of a tender conſcience, 
to have been very ſure this charge had been juſt, before 
he had condemned the whole lergy of the Church of 
England, to be turned among. Ganibals? and. yet nothing 
can; be, more palpably falſe, for the Church of England 
has expreſly ordered her Miniſters, as: is plain in the 
form of private Baptiſm, to baptize Children without 
God- fathers and God-mothers, or the ſign of the croſs, 
where there is any apparent danger of death,and there- 
fore it muſt be the Parents fault, how ſcrupulous ſoever 
he be,. not the Miniſters, if his Child die uabaptized. 
I know. not what remark to make on this, bur ſhall 
leave it to himſelt, and every impartial Reader to think 
ON; It. 

| Bur yet, I muſt farther obſerve, that to aſſert the ſal- 

vation of baptized Infants, does not deny ſalvation to 
all that are unbaptized, though we are not ſo certain 
from the Word of God of the ſalvation of the one, as 
.of the other.: the ſalvation of baptized Infants depends 
.on ancxpreſs Covenant, but we have the goodneis and 
.clemency.of the divine.nature, as a reaſon to, hope well 
of others, eſpecially of the Children of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents, who were born within the Pale of the Church, 
. and: were deligned by their Parents to be made the vi- 
ſible members of it. 

Nor is. the denial of Chriſtian, burial to ſuch. Infants 
as die unbaptized any argument; .(as he ſuggeſts): that 
- our Church doubts of their ſalyation, but only, that ſhe 
does nat own them as aQual, members of the Church, 
. as no Perſons are, who are nat actually. admitted neo 
the 
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che Clriſtiani/Church by Baptiſm: and:poſlibly: this 
defined ehanac of Diigo correcurhe. 
negle@of: Parents, and 20 begetiin them aigreater. ve» 
neration- for. the'\ Chriſtian Sacraments. Yum (21 wllo 
. His laſt objection is againſt the office for the:burial of 
the Dead: in which we find theſe words,, foraſmuch.as 
it hath pleaſed God of his great. mercy to. take unto him: 
ſelf the Soul of our dear (Brother \bere \\departed,: 8c: 
where taking; them to {þamſe/f; -he: fays; muſt: fignifie 
taking them zxto — we believe the Lords Prayer, 
Our Father, :whith arf in Heaven;':bytisGod nowhete 
elſe then; but in Heaven, becauſe ihe: is: there in'an 
eminent manner ? does not the wiſe :man-tell us, that 
the ſpirits of men departed , return unto God,'who'gave 
them, Ecel.+2.7, Does that Hgnife-going into heaven? 
then; we; have. Scripture; far: it, that Alb;menare;ifar 

ved, for the Spirits of all Men after:teath: return: to 
God. 57 Hoo oqili,o ono brnyuotesd edaand | 

. To return #0, Got, gnd+ to; be tshen'#0:bim, ſignifies rlkrers 
to. be put: into. the..immediate diſpolalof.God;i which /iberras Eel: 
45 2; Learned: mani well'obſerves;,, *Qut:Church ac ch. 5, /: 9.. . 
” knowledgeth to be-an at of: mercy in: God;':through 
” the grace of Chrift,, who hath the' Keys'of Hell and 
2:Death; that,dying: petſans do. not: forthwithgo. ut 
to. the power: of /thg; Devil; who had! therpomencof” 
» Death, Heb.2,14.: butodo: iminediatelp goihtocthe 
” hands of. the.great God andhbur Sauidub Feſw Chrif 
” to, be diſpoſed; of, by! him-aggording1tor the promi- 
” ſes and conditions-of : the - Goſpel-Covenant;' agree+ 
” able to-the ſenſe of: the; ancient; Church] whichiin 
” the. Offices: of Revialt augaifod es dixine-power, 
”. whereby the- unjuſt.andÞByrannous;PoveroEthe: 
2 Nevilwas overcome, -4nd-0ur1 Lord .rreceiverh ws, 
> 57.74 onga Inaw7gre:y appar ,; to hisipeculiat 
» and moſt righteous judgment. NE, 
Butr 


(C23) 
:i:!BurMld-&curgerithar behty! exprefiion}:: chat + 
gorpmrt bbs: bodp red phti Groundz inc ſurctauditertain hipe 
of i the Reſurnettion ta eternal life, >which' words (he 
tells us) «ft neceſſarily be ſpokth with-refarence to the 


prifonzithels tmterred,; znufmuch; as they are the contiau- 


ation of the forrgoing declaration, v7. God's taking his 
8oul to himſelf. Commuting his Boay to the pround, muſt 
indeed+ neceſſarily refer ito the perſon interred, but 
there'is/norneceffity every thing that follows ſhould, 
for-it. is not 43s,: bur the RefurreRion*® to: Jife., we de- 


clare: our hope of, our :Church-thinking it fit on ſuch 


a:ſad occafion asithis, to- declare their hope of -a fu- 
rure Relirrection ; and lince' God's taking his Soul to 
himſelf, does not neceſlarily infer the falvation of ſuch 
a; perion; as Þ have-already thewed; we-cannot-thence 
infer thatithe RefurreQiion to life refers to the inter- 
ged:'perfoninenher.': © 2 q 

But he has found one paſſage, which he ſays,: pats 


11.7 #2 \ont; of all douvr, (thar'when'we bury a known Adul- 
1, derer; Fixntraror,, Drunkard, we declare! and avonch that 


2 6 bgs ſoul-isIafſufedly gone tor Heaven!) wid that-in the 


trary. romubur 210517% 


prayer after-burial, zhat when we (ball depart this life 
we may reſt in him, (viz. tz» Chriſt) as our hope is, 
#his. our Brother. doth : this T-grant' refers to the in- 
terred\*peribn, 'bur' is no argument; that the former 
-expreffions do; for-this' is only a judgment of chari- 
ty,\ which differs much” from « ſare 'and certain hope. 
"There are various degrees of hope, 'and fome of them 
ſo-littlez” thar we. can: hardly 'deny them to any pecr- 
ſon, though never ſo wicked; for where we are not 
abſolutely ſure, that they: died wholly*cimpenitent,; we 
have ſome degree of :hdpe;' and tliough we have rea- 
fon to-fear this of: roo-too!' many; yet we- are! ſeldom 
ſo: certain ofoit, -as t& exchie-atl hopes-of the con- 


Þur 


-But -asa fuller ;uſtificatiin of aur) Church dn: : this: 
matter, - We. may. WOW a ogra" 
ſuppoſes; i thatathe Perianciineargett diedsinuchic, Gome 
Rn is Ghar 29d) werei:Miturch-conſt 
duly. adminiftred;. as: this: Qthiee:: -preſames :heninits! 
be; and: as 'certainly they would be; wr not; the; 
Church weakned:/by: poweriul:Schalmb and' Faiftions;: 

no: Man: could die in the!\Communion of che:Churchy 
but ſuch:as/wae ſhould: have: verycgoadiaealbn inmahe: 
judgmtot of charity to; thoperiguailiofs$l and dinbes; 
thrbugh\ the tlecty: .of ) Dilciphnes' manyodienmt the: 
Gonanitnion' of 'the Cliurak,cwhandderved excom! 
munication, I doubt not, but who-ever3$alllileanec 
out that ſentence, 4s our hope ts, this our Brother doth,, 
at the Burial of ſome notorious profligate ſinners, 
complies with the intention of the Church, and may. 
juſtifie himſelf to his Superiours for doing ſo. 

- Having thus examined, and, as I think, anfwered 
this Miniſter's obje&ions- againſt: Conformity, I muſt 
now look back, and take notice of-the only -piece of- 
ingenuity he has been guilty of throughout this Pam- 

hlet; and that 1s, where he owns the lawful -uſe of 
an. eftabliſhed Liturgy, or preſcribed form of publick: 
prayers ;. nay, that as he ſays nothing againſt 4 Liturgy, | 
or preſcribed form of publick: prayers in the general, ſo 
neither againſt the. mayh gdeirifet qoptrined in the Proy-- 
ers of this Book of Common-prayers in particular :: and: 
in requital of this, I ſhall as readily acknowledge- 
what he adds, that zt is quite another thing to be bound 
np to declare my unfeigned aſſent and conſent to all-and- 
every thing contained in the Book, (but he ought: alſo» 
to. have added... and. preſeribed by the Rook... together 
with thoſe prayers: that-is,. that-there is a-real-diffe- 
rence between that conformity, which is required of” 


a Clergy-man; and: that: which: is: required of a:Eay» 
 man';- 


(28) 
man: rowing 5p I woald were this rar" 1 
rear is ithis;) L at: ucrarding Ing! to! Miniſter's . judgs: 
mem, whatever vbjeftionguherei mk beragaictt on 
forming»a$22Mibifter; there are nohd, or ſuohiashe: 
thinks-riot -wordto- mentioning; againſt-confornting] as 
@private <Chriſttan ,»fince both a form:of prayer in! 
generals lawfulgand-imiparticular-thoſe forms, which 
are preſcribed in'our Book of Common-prayers :/ the 
natural inference from whichis, That nothing he! has. 
ſaid-in this Paperioughe3o Yilwade private Chrifti- 
ans! from: conformiag: to.the! Church of Evgland: by 
ancowill oblenves 0! 7 1d Hon idoo0D I motgoings 
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